
CONSTITUTION FOR THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

UNIVERSITY BIOLOGISTS 
 

Article I - Name and Objectives 

 

 Section 1: Name 

 

The name of the organization shall be: The Association of Pennsylvania 

State College and University Biologists. 

 

In 1984 the name of the organization was changed to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

University Biologists (CPUB). 

 

 Section 2: Objectives 

 

The objectives of the association shall be: 

 

A.  to work for the solution of problems common to the faculties involved in biological 

education, research and ancillary activities in state-owned universities. 

 

B.  to provide a vehicle by which the faculties of the state-owned universities will be able to 

communicate ideas, share skills and streamline administrative procedures. 

 

C.  to promote camaraderie among the membership. 

 

D.  to create a facility for the exchange of materials and equipment. 

 

E.  to encourage scholarship among the membership. 

 

F.  to open lines of communication with legislators and other public officials: 

 

 1.  in matters of biological importance. 

  

 2.  in matters of conviction and concern among biologists in the course of 

      performance of their duties. 

 

G.  to encourage the exchange of students and faculties among the State  

      Universities, and 

 

H.  to cooperate with other societies to achieve the above objectives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Article II – Membership 

 

 
Section 1: Regular Institutional Memberships 

 

Institutional membership shall include the biology departments of the fourteen campuses of the 

Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education (PASSHE). Each institutional member shall pay 

annual dues, set by the Board of Directors, to offset CPUB operational costs. Faculty of these biology 

departments shall be considered to be CPUB individual members. Other PASSHE faculty who are 

involved with biological education or research, but are not members of a biology department, may be 

designated as CPUB individual members with the approval of the institutional Director.  

 

Section 2: Associate Institutional Memberships 

 

Other biological organizations that support the aims and objectives of CPUB may become associate 

institutional members with the approval of the Board of Directors. Associate institutional members 

shall be asked to pay annual dues, at a rate set by the Executive Committee to defray CPUB 

operational costs. A representative from an associate institutional member may attend the fall 

Director’s meeting but shall not have voting status. Individuals from the associate institutional 

member may attend the spring meeting; however, they do not have voting status. These individuals 

may participate in the platform and poster sessions and are expected to pay the same fees as a regular 

individual member. Students of an associate institution may also participate in platform and poster 

sessions but will not be eligible for student prizes. Although expected to pay for meals, these students 

will not be required to pay registration fees for the spring meeting. In addition, students from an 

associate institutional member may not apply for CPUB research grants. Privileges and 

responsibilities of associate members may be modified at the discretion of the Board of Directors.  

 

Section 3: Other Associate Memberships 

 

Other persons active in areas of biology and who support the aims and objectives of CPUB, but are 

not associated with an institutional member, may become associate individual members upon 

approval of the Executive Committee. Associate individual members shall have the same privileges 

and responsibilities as individuals from associate institutional memberships which may be modified 

at the discretion of the Board of Directors. 

 

 Article III - Officers 

 

 Section 1 

 

The officers of the organization shall be a President, a Vice-president, a Secretary and a 

Treasurer.  All regular tenured or tenure-track members are eligible to hold any of the offices.  

All officers shall serve for a term of two years and shall be eligible for reelection.  They shall be 

elected at the Annual Meeting from a slate of candidates prepared by the Nominating Committee 

and from nominations made from the floor.  President and Secretary shall be elected in odd-

numbered years; Vice-President and Treasurer shall be elected in even-numbered years. 

 

 

 



 Section 2 

 

A Board of Directors shall consist of one representative (the Director or the Assistant Director) 

from each of the state-owned universities (14 in number) and the members of the Executive 

Committee.  Each member shall serve a term of one year and is eligible for reelection. 

 

 Section 3 

 

The officers shall take office following their election at the annual meeting.  The Directors and 

the Assistant Directors shall be selected by their respective institutions in the spring prior to the 

annual meeting and shall take office at the annual meeting. 

 

  

 

 Article IV - Duties of Officers 

 

Section 1: Officers 

 

A. The President shall preside at the annual meeting and at the meetings of the Executive 

Committee and Board of Directors.  S/he shall appoint all permanent and ad hoc 

Committees as provided in the constitution.  S/he shall assume all other duties normally 

associated with the office. 

 

B. The Vice-president shall assume the office and duties of the President in the absence of the 

President or his/her inability to serve.  S/he shall work cooperatively with the President in 

administering the affairs of the Association and shall prepare an up-to-date directory of 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania University Biologists. 

 

C. The Secretary shall keep, or cause to be kept, accurate minutes of the annual meeting and 

distribute copies to the membership.  S/he shall keep, or cause to be kept, accurate 

minutes of all meetings of the Board of Directors and executive Committee and shall 

provide copies of the minutes to the Directors.  S/he shall answer correspondence 

specifically related to the duties of his/her office and assist the President in carrying on 

the general correspondence of the Association. 

 

D. The Treasurer shall have the authority to sign the Association’s checks and shall be 

responsible for keeping an itemized accounting of the Association’s receipts and 

disbursements.  S/he shall submit a financial report for the fiscal year at the annual 

meeting and at the meetings of the Board of Directors. 

 

E. The Secretary and Treasurer shall both maintain a mailing list of the regular and associate 

membership. 

 

 Section 2: Board of Directors 

 

The function of the Board of Directors shall be: 



 

A.  to make rules and regulations to further the objectives and purposes of the  

      organization. 

 

B.  to consider problems brought to their attention by Individual Members, Institutions, or 

     Regional Groups. 

 

C.  to provide for an annual audit of the accounts of the Treasurer. 

 

D.  to provide for Meetings of the membership. 

 

 

 

 

 Article V - Meetings 

 

 Section 1: Annual Meeting 

 

There shall be an annual meeting of the membership held in the spring.  The details of the annual 

meeting are to be determined by the Executive Committee, the Board of Directors, the host 

institution, and any ad hoc committee appointed to this assignment. 

 

 Section 2: Board of Directors 

 

The Board of Directors shall meet at least one time per academic year.  Additional meetings may 

be called as deemed necessary by the President of the Association or by one-fourth of the Board 

of Directors’ membership. 

 

 Section 3: Regional Meetings 

 

Regional Meetings of the Membership may be held.  These meetings shall be under the 

supervision of the members of the Board of Directors of their respective regions.  The 

membership shall be divided into regions as follows: 

 

 A.  North Eastern: Bloomsburg, East Stroudsburg, Kutztown, Lock Haven, and 

      Mansfield. 

 

 B.  South Eastern: Cheyney, Millersville, Shippensburg, and West Chester. 

 

 C.  Western: California, Clarion, Edinboro, Indiana, and Slippery Rock. 

 

 Section 4: Executive Committee 

 

The Executive Committee shall meet or correspond as necessary to carry on the business of the 

organization. 

 



 

 

 Article VI - Committees 

 

 Section 1 

 

The President of the Association shall have the power to create special committees.  All 

committees shall have the authority to create sub-committees and to call upon consultants they 

deem necessary in carrying out their assigned functions.  The members of the Committees shall 

elect their own chairperson unless otherwise stipulated. 

 

 Section 2: Permanent Committees 

 

A.  The Executive Committee 

 

 1.  The committee shall consist of the President, Vice-president, the Secretary, and the 

Treasurer. 

 

 2.  The President, the Secretary and the Treasurer shall perform these same offices 

  on this Committee. 

 

 3.  The functions of the Executive Committee shall be: 

   

  a.  to coordinate the activities of the organization. 

 

  b.  to fix the agenda for the annual meeting and meetings of the Board of 

       Directors. 

 

  c.  to transact the business of the organization between meetings of the 

       Board of Directors. 

 

  d.  to annually examine and approve the Treasurer’s Annual Financial 

       Statement. 

 

B.  The Nominating Committee 

 

 1.  The committee shall consist of three members from at least two different 

  institutions. 

 

 2.  The functions of the Nominating Committee shall be: 

 

  a.  to prepare a slate of candidates, of at least one candidate for each office 

       to be presented to the membership at the annual business meeting. 

       Nominations will be accepted from the floor. 

   

  b.  to submit to the membership the list of nominees prior to the 



       annual meeting. 

 

  c.  to receive nominations from the floor at the annual meeting.  The 

       nominee must have consented to have his/her name placed on the ballot. 

 

  d.  to prepare ballots and conduct a secret ballot election at the annual 

       meeting. 

 

C.  The Membership Committee 

 

 1.  The committee shall consist of three members including the Secretary of the 

  organization. 

 

 2.  The functions of the Membership Committee shall be: 

 

  a.  to familiarize new faculty with the objectives and work of the 

       organization. 

 

  b.  to act upon applications for memberships by persons not specified in 

       the constitution. 

 

  c.  to prepare and distribute a brochure documenting the purpose,  

       activities, and accomplishments of CPUB which shall be revised at 

       the discretion of the Committee.  This brochure shall be approved by 

       the Board of Directors before publication. 

 

D. The Publications Committee 

 

 1.  The committee shall consist of three members. 

 

 2.  The function of the Publications Committee shall be to maintain and update 

  the Proceedings of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania University 

  Biologists. These proceedings shall be published annually and 

  distributed to the membership at large and all interested parties. 

 

 

 Article VII - Quorum 

 

For meetings of the Board of Directors, a majority of the Directors shall constitute a quorum. For 

general meetings, a quorum will consist of those members present and voting. 

 

 

 Article VIII - Amendments 

 

This Constitution may be amended by a 2/3 vote of the Board of Directors provided that each 

Board member shall have been sent written notice of the proposed amendment not less than 30 



days prior to the meeting at which such amendment is voted.  The amendments will then be 

submitted to the general membership at the next annual meeting for ratification by a majority 

vote. 

 

 

 Ratification 

 

This Constitution comes into effect by a majority vote of the assembled eligible members, 

provided: 

 

A. that all members of the biology faculties of the State-owned Universities have been 

notified by the Secretary as to the time and place of this meeting 30 days before it is 

to take place. 

 

      B. that copies of the proposed Constitution, have been circulated to all eligible persons for 

their consideration two weeks before the meeting is to take place. 

 

 


